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Students 

Student Conduct Expectations and Reasonable Sanctions Procedure 

 

Student Conduct Expectations 
As authorized by chapter 28A.600 RCW, the following procedure sets forth rights and conduct ex-

pectations for students, along with the sanctions that may be imposed for violations of such expecta-

tions. At all times, this procedure will be read consistent with federal statutes and regulations, state 

statutes, common law, and rules promulgated by the Washington Office of the Superintendent of 

Public Instruction. For procedures and legal requirements related to imposition of suspension and 

expulsion, see Policy and Procedure 3241, Classroom Management, Discipline and Corrective Ac-

tion.  

Respect for the Law and the Rights of Others 

The student is responsible as a citizen to observe the laws of the United States, the state of Washing-

ton, and local ordinances and laws. The student will respect the rights of others while in school, on 

school property, at all school activities, on district provided transportation, or otherwise under school 

authority.  

 

Compliance with Rules 

All students shall comply with the rules and regulations established for the orderly operations of the 

district and the reasonable requests, instructions, and directives of district personnel. For purposes of 

Policy 3240 and this procedure, the term "district personnel" includes all adults, including contrac-

tors and volunteers, authorized to supervise student activities. Failure to do so will be cause for dis-

ciplinary action. All students will submit to reasonable discipline by the school district and its repre-

sentatives for violations of policies, regulations and rules.  

Scope of District Authority 
Students who involve themselves in acts that have a detrimental effect on the maintenance and oper-

ation of the school or the school district; criminal acts; and/or violations of school rules and regula-

tions, may be subject to disciplinary action by the school and prosecution under the law.  The rules 

will be enforced by school officials: 

 On school grounds during and immediately before or immediately after school hours; 

 On school grounds at any other time when school is being used by a school group(s) or for a 

school activity; 

 Off school grounds at a school activity, function, or event; 

 Off the school grounds if the actions of the student materially or substantially affects or inter-

feres with the educational process; or 

 In school-provided transportation, or any other place while under the authority of school per-

sonnel. 

 

Disruptive Conduct 

A student will not intentionally cause substantial and/or material disruption of any school operations. 

The following illustrate the kinds of offenses that are prohibited: 

 Intentionally obstructing normal pedestrian or vehicular traffic on a school campus; 

 Intentionally obstructing the entrance or exit of any school building or room in order to de-

prive others of passing through; 
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 Causing a disturbance or disruption on school grounds, at school activities, or on district-

provided transportation, including substantially interfering with any class or activity; 

 Academic dishonesty, cheating, plagiarism or disclosure of exams; 

 Defiance of school personnel by: 

 Disobedience of reasonable requests, instruction, and directives of school personnel; 

 Refusal to leave an area when instructed to do so by school personnel; 

 Refusing a reasonable request to identify oneself to district personnel (including law en-

forcement officers) while under the supervision of the school; and 

 Refusal to cease prohibited behavior; 

 Disruptive and/or dangerous use of motor vehicles or conduct on a school bus that endangers 

students; 

 Extortion, theft, forgery; 

 Fighting:  Fighting and instigating, promoting, or escalating a fight, as well as failure to dis-

perse. Engaging in any form of fighting where blows are exchanged is prohibited, regardless 

of who initiated the fight.  This prohibition includes hitting, slapping, pulling hair, biting, 

kicking, and scratching or any other acts in which a student intentionally inflicts or attempts 

to inflict injury on another; 

 Gambling or encouraging other students to gamble; 

 Gang-related behavior, association, and/or affiliation  

 Harassment of others; 

 Inappropriate dress or appearance; 

 Trespassing on school property or school transportation at a time or place the student’s pres-

ence is not permitted; 

 Occupying a school building or school grounds in order to deprive others of its use; 

 Preventing students from attending class or school activities; 

 Use or possession of tobacco, other nicotine products, and or vaporizers; 

 Using any object in a dangerous manner; 

 Intentionally defacing or destroying the property of another: 

 Any other acts reasonably determined by the Superintendent or designee to be disruptive to 

school operations or which pose a threat to the safety of students, staff, or others. 

 

Exceptional Misconduct 
Exceptional misconduct is a violation of rules so serious in nature and/or so disruptive as to warrant 

an immediate short-term or long-term suspension. A long term suspension, emergency expulsion or 

expulsion may only be imposed for items below with an asterisk of they are also listed as a discre-

tionary discipline offence in Procedure 3241P.  Exceptional misconduct includes the following: 

 Arson; 

 Assault, if the assault involves 

o Injury to another; 

o Bodily fluids; or 

o A weapon; 

 Commission of any crime on school grounds, or the commission of a crime or other danger-

ous conduct anywhere that indicates the student’s presence on school grounds poses a danger 

to other students or staff;* 

 Cumulative violations;* 

 Causing intentional, substantial damage or destruction to school property or the property of 

another on school grounds or at school activities; 
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 Dangerous use of motor vehicles on school grounds  or at school activities, or endangering 

students on a school bus; 

 Defiance of school authority;* 

 Disruption of the school program by bomb scares, false fire alarms, firecrackers, etc.;* 

 Extortion;* 

 Fighting: Fighting and instigating, promoting, or escalating a fight, as well as failure to dis-

perse. Engaging in any form of fighting where physical blows are exchanged is prohibited, 

regardless of who initiated the fight.  This prohibition includes hitting, slapping, pulling hair, 

biting, kicking, choking, and scratching or any other acts in which a student intentionally in-

flicts or attempts to inflict injury on another; 

 Gang related behavior including criminal gang activity, violence and promotion of violence; 

 Harassment/intimidation/bullying of others;* 

 Knowingly possessing stolen property;* 

 Possession, use, sale, or delivery of illegal or controlled chemical substances, including mari-

juana or substances containing marijuana and alcoholic beverages, as well as possession of 

items reasonably determined to be drug paraphernalia as used or possessed including vapor-

izers; 

 Presence on school property or at a school activity following the consumption or use else-

where of an alcoholic beverage or a controlled substance, including marijuana; 

 Sexual misconduct on school grounds, at school activities, or on school provided transporta-

tion;* 

 Theft on school grounds, at school activities, on school provided transportation, or of school 

property at any time;* 

 Threats of violence to other students or staff; 

 Use or possession of dangerous weapons, including firearms, airguns, knives, nun-chu-ka 

sticks, throwing stars, stun guns, explosives and other weapons prohibited by state law. 

 

Guidelines for Sanctions 
Chapter 392-400 WAC contains the following restrictions for suspensions: 

 Kindergarten through grade four - No student in grades kindergarten through four shall be 

subject to short-term suspensions for more than a total of ten school days during any single 

semester or trimester as the case may be, and no loss of academic grades or credit shall be 

imposed by reason of the suspension of such a student. 

 Grades five and above program - No student in grade five and above program shall be sub-

jected to short-term suspension for more than a total of fifteen school days during any single 

semester or ten school days during any single trimester, as the case may be. 

  

In all cases where sanctions are imposed, a reasonable effort to contact parents or guardians will oc-

cur prior to, or contemporaneous with, the imposition of the sanction, in addition to any written no-

tice required by law.  When a school administrator has good and sufficient reason to believe that a 

student’s presence poses an immediate and continuing danger to the student, other students or school 

staff, or an immediate and continuing threat of substantial disruption of the educational process, im-

mediate emergency removal from a specific class or activity, or emergency expulsion may be appro-

priate.  (See Policy 3241, Classroom Management, Discipline and Corrective Action) 

  

In conjunction with the following sanction guidelines, administrators may also consider any alterna-

tive form of corrective action—including programs intended to lessen the time of exclusion from 

class attendance—which has been approved by the Superintendent or designee. The district encour-
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ages the use of alternative forms of correction action when possible and practicable in light of the 

duty to maintain safe and orderly school environments conducive to student learning. 

   

In addition to school sanctions, administrators should determine whether restitution for damage or 

injury should be considered. 

  

Implementing the Guidelines for Sanctions 
It is presumed that school administrators will sanction a student who has exhibited disruptive and/or 

or exceptional misconduct and will determine the severity of the sanction by analyzing the mitigat-

ing or aggravating factors. Examples of possible mitigating and aggravating factors include but are 

not limited to: 

 Possible Mitigating Factors: No prior documented offenses, student’s age, minimal damage, 

self-reported conduct, subsequent remedial steps including restitution to district or victim, lit-

tle or no damage to property, no injury to victim, etc. 

 Possible Aggravating Factors: Significant damage to property, potential or serious harm, pre-

vious discipline record, serious injury, conduct related to gang affiliation, conduct motivated 

by perceived characteristic of the victim, etc.  

 

School administrators are expected to use their professional judgment and experience when assign-

ing students sanctions and will, to the best of their abilities, attempt to apply these sanctions to all 

similarly-situated students in a fair and equitable manner.  The administrator’s judgment and discre-

tion will carefully balance the duty to maintain order and discipline in a safe school environment, the 

appropriate corrective action needed to address the student’s misconduct, and the student’s long-

term educational success.  Administrators may also consider approved alternatives to out-of-school 

suspension or expulsion, including in-school suspension.  Sufficient aggravating factors may warrant 

sanctions including expulsion if the threat of danger or substantial disruption supports an emergency 

expulsion under WAC 392-400-295.      
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